
AVONDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER
5 May 2010

132 Breezes Road  Christchurch 
Phone: 3888371 Fax: 3887025   Email:  avondaleschool@paradise.net.nz
       Website: http://fc.avondale.school.nz/~aps/home.htm
	

Principal’s news

Dear Parents and Caregivers

The second term is now well underway 
and we have had our first winter frosts 
which suggest that we need to be 
sending our children to school in warm 
clothing.

All children over the next few weeks 
will have an individualised maths 
assessment task to do with their 
teacher called a GloSS test. This is a 
newly devised test to establish the 
global strategy stage that children 
are working at. This simply 
administered test helps teachers 
determine where your child is 
operating on the spectrum from the 
initial emergent and one to one 
counting stages; through to Advanced 
Counting stages where they can count 
on or back to solve addition and 
subtraction tasks and then up to and 
beyond Advanced Additive Part-whole 
thinking where they can prove that 
they can use at least two strategies to 

solve addition and subtraction problems 
with multi-digit numbers and so on. The 
assessment data gathered will help 
teachers to tailor aspects of their 
maths programmes and teaching to 
meet individual needs. Information on 
test scores will also be used at mid-year 
reporting to parents to highlight to you  
as to what stage they are up to and 
what their future learning goals would 
be.

Regards Mark Scown (Principal)
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“Our core business is learning and teaching.”

The flying fox at Woodend.
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Y5 Camp
Last week the Y5 syndicate went to 
Woodend Christian Camp for their 
annual camp.  3 wonderful days of fun 
activities were enjoyed by all.  It was 
especially great to see many children 
exploring things for the first time and 
over-coming their fears and anxieties of 
trying new activities. The following are 
some thoughts by children in Room 17.

“When I was on camp I loved the Flying 
Fox and the Climbing Wall.  I think that 
the archery was hard to aim for the 
middle. There were also air rifles, aero 
jumps, Go karts, and orienteering. In 
our spare time we could play mini golf, 
go on the playground, swing on the tyre 
swing, and throw the ball in the hoops.  
Camp was a load of fun but if we stayed 
longer, it would probably be the best 
time of our lives.” (Jakob)

I liked the climbing wall because when I 
was doing it I got rid of my fears. I 
thought it might be scary and it was but 
I got up to the top. I liked the 

orienteering because we had to look in 
the forest and we got lost once. I also 
liked the go-karts because I went fast 
but I didn’t crash. (Courtney)

The flying fox was best because you 
could let go and the breeze was nice in 
my face. It felt good. The go –kart 
track had tyres around it and I crashed 
into them two times. It was fun.
(Shaniece)

Sports Afternoons
This week we have been very lucky to have 
students from the  New Zealand Institute 
of Sport working with some of the children 
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in the school.  Next week the Y1’s and 2’s 
get their turn.

These are some comments for some of 
the children involved:
Cody - "I liked big ball because we got to 
play soccer and push the big ball around. 
When they threw it high we got to push 
it high."
Jaimee - " I liked the parachute because 
we had to lift it up and then get under it 
and make a big mushroom."

Gardening Update
During the last holidays some ground near 
the car park was dug up for a new 
vegetable garden.  Since the beginning of 
this term a group of dedicated gardeners 
have been working nearly every playtime 
and lunchtime digging, weeding and 
planting.  Some children are even working 
after school to make this new garden a 
success.
A big thank you to Julian Odering at 
Oderings Barrington for donating seedlings 
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to the school.  The children have planted 
cabbages, cauliflowers, broccoli, silver 
beet, broad beans and lettuces. 
Thanks also for the anonymous gift of 
cauliflower seedlings left at the garden.

You can check out progress on the 
gardening blog at this web address:
http://web.me.com/davidh8/
APSGardening/Gardening.html
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PTA Key DatesPTA Key Dates

Term 2:Term 2:
7-May-10 Sausage Sizzle

10-May-10 PTA Meeting
24-May-10 Movie voucher 

Fundraising
11-Jun-10 Orders to be in for 

Movie Vouchers
30-Jun-10 Delivery of Movie 

Vouchers

Reminder
Board of Trustees Elections 

2010

The poll closes at
 12 noon on 7 May 2010.

Have your say on who is on the 
board of trustees.

Vicki Renwick
Returning Officer

Calendar of Events
Term 2

6.5.2010! ! Yr 3 Trip to Ferrymead
7.5.2010! ! Cross Country  11am
7.5.2010! ! BOT Election closes midday
11.5.2010!! Junior School Sports 
! ! ! afternoon
12.5.2010!! Early Closing 1.30pm.
14.5.2010!! Winter Sport commences

21.6.2010!! Y5/6 Swimming starts at 
! ! ! AquaGym
2.7.2010! ! End of Term 2

12.5.2010 
Early School Closing 

1.30pm
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Winter Sport

Winter Sport for children in Years 5 and 6 
starts up next week. Trials and team 

selections are starting very soon and the 
children have been told when this will be 

happening.

Rugby league trials are tomorrow and any 
children interested MUST have a mouthguard 

otherwise they cannot participate.
Children who want to play hockey must have a 

mouthguard and shin pads.

We still need another parent to help with 
Netball on Friday afternoons so if you can 

help please contact the school and leave your 
details.

http://web.me.com/davidh8/APSGardening/Gardening.html
http://web.me.com/davidh8/APSGardening/Gardening.html
http://web.me.com/davidh8/APSGardening/Gardening.html
http://web.me.com/davidh8/APSGardening/Gardening.html

